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Plants seen on Harpenden Common, 1942 to 2001
Compiled from the booklet produced by Joan Thurston for the Harpenden 
Society in 1987 and amended in 1988, with recent additions by Ian Denholm 
and Richard Bromilow. The help of various people who contributed to the 
original booklet is gratefully acknowledged.
The 293 species are arranged according to their general category -  trees, 
grasses etc. Within groups, they are in alphabetical order of Latin names, 
thus placing closely related species together e.g. five Senecio spp. (Ragworts 
and Groundsels).

Latin names follow Clapham, Tutin & Warburg 
‘Excursion Flora of the British Isles’ 3rd Edition, 
1981 updated with subsequent nomenclatural 
changes. The English names are based largely on 
Dony, Rob & Perring ‘English Names of Wild 
Flowers' 1st Edition, 1974. Joan Thurston used 
Latin names found in Keble Martin 1969.
Origins are as per the key on each page. Where 
no origin is stated, plants are assumed to be part 
of the natural vegetation, regardless of date of 
introduction to Britain.

Not all of these plants are to be seen in any one year, but many reappear 
either by re-introduction or from dormant seeds. A number of species 
recorded in the earlier surveys no longer occur on the Common.
February 2002
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K E Y

S U R V E Y S  U N D E R T A K E N O R IG IN S
1 =  J o a n  T h u rs to n  1 9 4 2 -8 6 P P la n te d
2  =  J o a n  T h u rs to n  s u p p le m e n ta ry  l is t  1988 G G a rd e n  O r ig in
3 =  Ia n  D e n h o lm  1989  -  20 0 1 S S e e d s  in  so il b ro u g h t f ro m  e ls e w h e re
4  =  C o u n c il lo r  R ic h a rd  B r o m ilo w  2001 D D u m p e d  ( a n d  g ro w in g  in th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r)

L a tin  N a m e

H E R B S

E n a lis h  N a m e O r ig in s S u rv e y  N o
A ch ille a  m ille fo liu m Y arro w 1
A e g o p o d iu m  p o da g ra ria G round  E lder 1
A e th u sa  cyna p lum Foo l's  P a rs ley 1
A g rim o n ia  eu pa to ria A grim on y 1
A llia ria  p e tio la ta G arlic  M usta rd 1
A n a g a llis  a rve ns is S carle t P im perne l S 1
A n th r iscu s  sy lve s tris C o w -pa rs le y 1
A p h a n e s  a rve n s is P ars ley-p ie rt 1
A rte m is ia  vu lga ris M ugw ort 1
A ru m  ita licum Ita lian  A rum P 2
A rum  m acu la tu m L o rds -a nd -L ad ies 1
A sp a ra g u s  o ffic in a lis A spa rag us G 4
A s te r n o v i-b e lg ii M ich ae lm as  D a isy G 1
B a llo ta  n ig ra B lack H o rehound 1
B e ilis  p e re n n is Law n D a isy 1
B eta  vu lga ris S p inach  B eet S 1
B rass ica  n ig ra B lack M usta rd S 1
B ryon ia  d io ica W hite  B ryony 1
C a ltha  p a lu s tr is M arsh  M arigo ld P 4
C a lys teg ia  sy lva tica G rea t B indw eed 1
C a m pa nu la  ro tund ifo lia H arebell 1
C a pse lla  bu rsa -p a s to ris S he ph e rd 's  P urse 1
C a rda m ine  p ra te n s is Lady 's  S m ock 1
C a rdu us  aca n th o id e s W elted  T h is tle 3
C a rdu us  n u tans M usk T h is tle G 1
C e n tau rea  m on ta na P erenn ia l C o rn flo w e r G 3
C e n tau rea  n ig ra K napw eed 1
C e ras tiu m  fon tanum C o m m on M ou se -e a r 1
C e ras tiu m  g lo m e ra tu m S ticky  M ou se -e a r 1
C e ra to p h y llu m  de m ersu m H ornw ort P 4
C h am a e n e rio n  an gu s tifo liu m R osebay W illo w h e rb 1
C h e lido n iu m  m a jus G rea te r C e lan d ine 1
C h e n o p o d iu m  a lbum Fat Hen S 1
C h rysan th em um  le u ca n th e m u m O x-eye  D a isy 1
C h rysan th em um  vu lga re T ansy 1
C icho rium  in tyb us C h ico ry 1
C ircaea  lu te tiana E nch an te r's -n ig h tshad e 3
C irs ium  a rve n se C re ep ing  T h is tle 1
C irs ium  p a lu s tre M arsh  T h is tle 1
C irs ium  vu lga re S pe a r T h is tle 1
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L a tin  N a m e E n a lis h  N a m e O r ia in s S u rv e y  N o
C och learia  dan ica D an ish  S curvy G rass 4
C onopod ium  m a jus P ignu t 2
C onva lla ria  m a ja lis L ily -o f-the -va lley G 4
C onvo lvu lus  a rvensa ria F ie ld B indw eed 1
C oronopus  squam a tus S w ine -c ress 3
C rep is  cap illa ris S m oo th  H aw kbeard 1
C rep is  ves ica ria  ssp  ta rax ic ifo lia B eaked  H aw kw eed 2
D acty lo rh iza  fuch s ii C o m m on  S po tted  O rch id 1
D acty lo rh iza  m acu la ta H eath  S po tted  O rch id 1
D ig ita lis  p u rpu rea Foxg love 1
D oron icum  pa rda lia nch es Le op a rds  Bane G 4
E pilob ium  c ilia tum A m erican  W illow h e rb 3
E pilob ium  h irsu tum C o d lins -a nd -C rea m 1
E pilob ium  m on tanum B road leaved  W illow h e rb 1
E rioph ila  verna W h itlo w  G rass 2
E uphorb ia  p e p lus P etty  S purge 1
F ilipendu la  u lm aria M ea dow sw ee t 1
F agopyrum  escu len tum B uckw hea t G 1
Fum aria  o ffic ina lis C om m on F um ito ry S 1
G aleops is  te trah it H em p-ne ttle 1
G alium  a lbum H edge B edstraw 1
G alium  a p a rine C leave rs 1
G alium  saxa tile H eath  B eds traw 1
G alium  verum Lady 's  B edstraw 1
G eran ium  d issectum C u t-lea ved  C ranesb ill 1
G eran ium  m o lle S oft C ranesb ill 1
G eran ium  pyre na icum D o ves-foo t C ranesb ill 1
G eran ium  robertianum H erb R obert 1
G eran ium  ve rs ico lo r P encilled  C ranesb ill G 3
G eum  u rbanum H erb B enne t 1
G lechom a hede racea G round  Ivy 1
G napha lium  u lig inosum M arsh  C u dw eed 3
H erac leum  sph on dy lium H ogw eed 1
H ie rac ium  trichocau lon H aw kw eed 1
H ypericum  p e rfo ra tum P erfo ra te  St Jo h n 's  W ort 1
H ypochoeris  rad ica ta C at's  Ear 1
Iris foe tid iss im a S tink ing  Iris G 4
K nautia  a rvens is F ie ld S cab ious 1
Lam ium  a lbu m W hite  D eadne ttle 1
Lam ium  p u rpu reum Red D eadne ttle 1
La thyrus  p ra te ns is M ea do w  V e tch ling 1
Lem na m in o r C o m m on  D uckw eed 3
Le on todon  au tum na lis S m oo th  H aw kb it 1
Le on todon  h isp id us R ough H aw kb it 1
Lep id ium  draba H oary C ress 1
Lina ria  p u rpu rea P urp le  T oad flax G 1
Lina ria  vu lga ris C o m m on T o a d fla x 1
L inum  ca th a rticum Fairy  F lax 3
Lo tus co rn icu la tus B irds foo t T re fo il 1
Lychn is  flo s -cu cu li R agged Robin 1
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Latin  N am e E na lish  N am e O r ia in s S urvey No
L ys im a ch ia  vu lga ris Y e llo w  Lo ose s trife 1
L y th ru m  sa lica ria P urp le  Lo ose s trife P 4
M alva  m osch a ta M uskm a llo w 1
M alva  ne g lec ta D w arf M a llo w 1
M alva  sy lve s tr is C o m m on  M a llow S 1
M atrica ria  m a trica rio id e s P in ea pp le  W eed 1
M e d ica g o  lu pu lin a B lack M ed ick S 1
M e lilo tu s  a ltiss im a T a ll M e lilo t S 1
M e rcu ria lis  p e re n n is D og 's M ercu ry 1
M in u a rtia  hyb rida F ine -lea ved  S an dw ort 4
M oe h rin g ia  trine rv ia T h re e -n e rve d  S andw ort 3
M yo so tis  sy lva tica W ood F o rge t-m e -N o t G 1
N ym p h a e a  a lba W hite  W a te r-lily G/P 3
O d o n tites  verna Red B arts ia 1
O rch is  m o rio G re e n -w in g e d  O rch id 4
O xa lis  a ce tose lla W ood S orre l 2
P a p a v e r rho ea s C o m m on  Red Poppy S 1
P e n ta g lo ttis  se m p e rv ire n s A lka ne t G 1
P ilose lla  au ran tiaca

(ssp. brunneocroceum)
O rang e  H aw kw eed  
= Hen-and-Chickens

G 1

P ilose lla  o ffic in a ru m M o u se -e a r H aw kw eed 1
P im p ine lla  sa x ifra g a B urne t S ax ifra ge 1
P la n ta g o  co ro n o p u s B uckshorn  P lan ta in S 2
P la n ta g o  la nce o la ta R ibw o rt P lan ta in 1
P la n ta g o  m a jo r B roa d -lea f P lan ta in 1
P la n ta g o  m ed ia H oary P lan ta in 1
P o lyg o n a tu m  m u ltiflo rum S o lom o n 's  S ea l G 1
P o lyg o n u m  a re n a s tru m S m a ll- le ave d  K no tg rass 3
P o lyg o n u m  av icu la re K no tg rass S 1
P o lyg o n u m  co n vo lvu lu s B lack B in dw eed S 1
P o lyg o n u m  la pa th ifo lium Pale P e rs ica ria 3
P o lyg o n u m  p e rs ica ria P ers ica ria S 1
P o to m a g e to n  c risp us C urled  P ondw eed P 4
P rim u la  veris C o w slip 2
P run e lla  vu lga ris S e lfhea l 3
P u lm o n a ria  o ffic in a lis Lu ngw ort G 3
R a n u n cu lu s  a c ris M eadow  B u tte rcu p 1
R a n u n cu lu s  a u rico m u s W ood G o ld ilo cks 1
R a n u n cu lu s  bu lb o su s B u lbous  B u tte rcu p 1
R a n u n cu lu s  fica ria Le sse r C e lan d ine 3
R a n u n cu lu s  rep en s C re ep ing  B u tte rcup 1
R a p h a n u s  ra p h a n is tru m W ild  R ad ish 1
R h in a n th u s  m in o r Y e llow  R a ttle 1
R o ripp a  p a lu s tr is M arsh  Y e llo w -c re ss 1
R u m e x  ace tosa C o m m on  S orre l 1
R u m e x  a ce tose lla S he ep 's  S orre l 1
R u m e x  c risp us C urled  D ock 1
R u m e x  o b tu s ifo liu s B roa d -leave d  D ock 1
R u m e x  sa n g in e u s W ood  D ock 3
S ag in a  p ro cu m b e n s P ro cu m b e n t P ea rlw o rt 3
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Latin  Nam e E na lish  Nam e O r ia in s S u rve v  No
S c le ran th us  an nuus A nnua l K naw e l 1
S enec io  e ruc ifo lius H oary R agw ort 1
S enec io  ja co b a e a R agw ort S 1
S enec io  sy lva ticus W ood  G roundse l 1
S enec io  v iscosus S ticky  G roundse l 1
S enec io  vu lga ris G roundse l 1
S ilen e  a lba W hite  C am pion 1
S ilene  d io ica R ed C am p ion 1
S ilen e  vu lga ris B ladder C am p ion 1
S inap is  a rvens is C h arlo ck S 1
S isym brium  o ffic ina le H edge M usta rd 1
S olanum  du lcam ara W ood y  N igh tshade 1
S olanum  n ig ru m B lack N igh tshade S 1
S olanum  tuberosum P ota to D 1
S o lid ago  g igan tea G old en  Rod G 1
S onchus  a rvens is F ie ld S ow -th is tle 1
S onchus  a s p e r P rick ly  S ow -th is tle S 1
S onchus  o le raceus S m oo th  S ow -th is tle S 1
S pergu la ria  rubra S and  S pu rrey 3
S tachys sy lva tica W ood B e tony 1
S te lla ria  g ram inea Le sse r S titchw o rt 1
S te lla ria  ho los tea G re a te r S titchw o rt 1
S te lla ria  m ed ia C h ickw eed 1
Tam us com m un is B lack B ryony 3
Taraxacum  o ffic ina le D ande lion 1
Tha lic trum  m inus Le sser M eadow  R ue G 1
Th lasp i a rve nse P enny-c ress S * 1
Thym us se rpy llum C o m m on  T hym e 4
Torilis  ja p o n ica H e dg e -pa rs le y 1
T ragopogon p ra te nse G oa tsb ea rd 1
Trifo lium  cam p estre H op T re fo il 2
Trifo lium  dub ium Le sser Y e llow  T re fo il 1
Trifo lium  p ra te n se Red C lo ve r 1
Trifo lium  repens W hite  C love r 1
T rip leu rospe rm um  m aritum um S cen tless  M ayw eed S 1
Tussilago fa rfa ra C o lt's -foo t 3
U rtica  d io ica S ting ing  N ettle 1
U rtica  urens A nn ua l N e ttle s 1
V aleriane lla  carina ta K ee le d -fru ited  C o rnsa lad 3
V erbascum  thapsus C o m m on M ulle in 1
Veron ica ag res tis F ie ld S peedw e ll s 1
Veron ica a rvens is W all S peedw e ll 3
Veronica cha m ae d rys G e rm a n d e r S pe ed w e ll 1
Veronica filifo rm is S le n d e r S peedw e ll 3
Veronica hede rifo lia  ssp. lu corum (P a le ) Ivy -leaved  S pe ed w e ll 3
Veronica pe rs ica C o m m on  F ie ld S pe ed w e ll 3
Veron ica se rpy llifo lia T h ym e -le a ve d  S pe ed w e ll 3
Vicia angustifo lia N a rrow -lea ved  V e tch 1
Vicia cracca T u fte d  V etch 1
Vicia sativa C o m m on V etch s 1
Page 6



Latin  N am e E na lish  N am e O r ig in s S u rve v  No
Vicia sep iu m B ush V etch 1
Viola can ina H eath  V io le t 1
Viola odo ra ta S w eet V io le t 1
Viola re iche nba ch iana E arly D o g -v io le t 3
Viola r iv in ia na C om m on D o g -v io le t 3

GRASSES, RUSHES AND SEDGES

L a t in  N a m e  E n a lis h  N a m e  O r ig in s S u rv e v  N o

A g ro s tis  s to lo n ife ra C re ep ing  B ent 1
A g ro s tis  tenu is C om m on B ent 1
A lo p e cu ru s  p ra te n s is M ea do w  Foxta il 1
A n isa n th a  s te rilis B arren  B rom e 2
A n th o xa n th u m  od o ra tu m S w eet V erna l G rass 1
A rrh e n a th e ru m  e la tiu s False O a t 1
B ra ch yp o d iu m  sy lva ticu m False B rom e 3
B riza  m ed ia Q ua k in g -g ra ss 3
B ro m u s  ho rd e a ce u s S oft B rom e 1
B ro m o p s is  ram osa H a iry  B rom e 3
B ro m o p s is  erecta U prigh t B rom e 1
C a re x  flacca G laucous  S edge 1
C a re x  riparia G rea t P ond S ed ge  P 4
C yn osu rus  c ris ta tus C res ted  D og 's -ta il 3
D a c ty lu s  g lom e ra ta C o cks fo o t 1
D e scha m ps ia  cae sp ito sa T u fte d  H a ir G rass 1
E ly trig ia  repens C ouch 1
F es tuca  a ru nd ina cea T a ll Fescue 2
F es tuca  ov ina S he ep 's  F escue 1
F es tuca  p ra te n s is M ea do w  Fescue 3
F estuca  rub ra R ed Fescue 1
G lyce ria  m ax im a R eed S w e e t G rass 1
H o lcu s  la na tu s Y orksh ire  Fog 1
F lo rdeum  m urinum W all B a rley 1
J u n c u s  e ffusus S oft R ush 1
J u n c u s  in flexus H ard R ush 3
K o e le ria  m acra n tha  (K. c ris ta ta ) C res ted  H a ir-g ra ss 3
Lo liu m  p e re n n e P erenn ia l R ye -g rass 1
L u zu la  cam p es tris Field W ood rush 1
M iliu m  e ffusum W o o d  M ille t 3
P h leu m  b e rto lo n ii Le sser C a ts ta il 1
P h leu m  p ra te n se T im o thy 1
P oa annu a A nnua l M ea do w -g ra ss 1
P oa  ne m ora lis W ood M ea d o w -g ra ss 3
P oa p ra te n s is S m oo th  M ea do w -g ra ss 1
P oa  tr iv ia lis R ough M ea do w -g ra ss 1
T rise t urn flave scen s Y e llo w  O a t-g ra ss 3
Typha ta tifo lia B roa d -leave d  R eed  M ace P 4
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L a t in  N a m e

B U L B S

E n a lis h  N a m e O r ia in s S u rv e y  N o

C ro cu s  h yb rid u s D utch  C rocus P 1
G a la n th u s  n iva lis S now drop P 1
H y a c in th o id e s  h ispa n icu s S pan ish  B luebell G 3
H y a c in th o id e s  no n -sc rip tu s B luebe ll 1
Ir is  p s e u d a c o ru s Y e llo w  Flag G /P 3
N a rc is s u s  (hyb rids ) D a ffod il P 1
O rn ith o g a lu m  u m b e lla tum S ta r o f B e th lehem D 1

L a t in  N a m e

F E R N S

E n a lis h  N a m e O r ia in s S u rv e v  N o

D ry o p te r is  filix -m as M ale Fern 1
D ry o p te r is  d ila ta ta B road  B uck le r Fern 2
D ry o p te r is  sp inu losa N arrow  B uck le r Fern 2
P te rid iu m  aq u ilin um B racken 1
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TREES, SHRUBS AND WOODY CLIMBERS

Latin Name_________________English Name_________Origins_____ Survey No

A c e r cam p es tre Field M ap le 1
A c e r  p se u d o p la ta n u s S ycam ore 1
A e scu lu s  h ip p o ca s ta n u m H orse  C h e s tn u t P 1
A ln u s  g lu tin o sa A ld e r P 2
B erb e ris  a g g re ga ta B erberis P 1
B erb e ris  h o o ke ri B erberis P 1
B etu la  pe n d u la S ilve r B irch G /P 1
B etu la  p u b e sce n s D ow ny B irch P 1
C a lluna  vu lga ris H eathe r 1
C lem atis  v ita lba T ra ve lle rs  J o y / O ld  M an ’s Beard 1
C o ry1 us ave lla na Hazel 1
C ra ta eg us  m on og yna H aw thorn 1
Fagus sy lva tica Beech P 1
F rax inus  e xce ls io r Ash 1
H e de ra  h e lix Ivy 1
H e de ra  h e lix  spp  h ibe rn ica Irish Ivy G 1
H ydrangea  m acro ph y lla C om m on H yd ran gea P 1
Ile x  a q u ifo liu m H olly 1
Ju g la n s  reg ia W alnu t G 1
La bu rnum  a n a g y ro id e s C om m on Labu rnum P 2
L a rix  de c id ua Larch P 1
L igu s tru m  vu lga re P rive t 1
Lo n ice ra  p e ric lym e n u m H oneysuck le 1
M alus  dom es tica C u ltiva ted  A pp le G 1
M alus  sy lve s tr is C rab A pp le 1
P icea  ab ie s N orw eg ian  S pruce P 1
P inus sy lve s tr is S cots P ine P 4
P inus n ig ra  spp  m aritim a C ors ican  P ine P 1
P runus sp inosa B lackthorn 1
P run us  av ium W ild  C herry , G ean 1
P yrus  p y ra s te r P ear G 1
Q uercus  ce rris T urkey  O ak G 1
Q uercus  ro b u r E ng lish  O ak 1
R ibes  n ig ru m B la ckcu rra n t G 1
R ibes  rub rum R edcu rran t G 1
R ibes  sa n g u in e u m F low ering  C u rran t G 2
R ibes  uva -c rispa G oo sebe rry G 1
R ob in ia  p se u d o a ca c ia False A cac ia P 1
R osa a rve n s is Tra iling  R ose  (w h ite ) 2
R osa can ina Dog Rose, W ild  R ose 1
R osa rugosa R am anas R ose P 1
R u bu s fru ticosu s B lackbe rry 1
R ubus id ae us W ild  R a spb e rry 1

Page 9



'

L a t in  N a m e E n a lis h  N a m e O r ia in s S u rv e y  N o

S a lix  b a b y lo n ica W eep in g  W illow P 1
S a lix  cap rea P ussy W illow , S a llow 1
S a lix  fra g ilis C ra ck  W illow P 1
S a m b u c u s  n ig ra E lde r 1
S a ro th a m n u s  sco p a riu s B room 1
S o rb u s  a ria W hiteb ea m P 1
S o rb u s  a u cu p a ria R ow an G 1
S w ida  s a n g u in e a D ogw ood P 1
S yrin g a  vu lga ris Lilac P 1
T axus b a cca ta Y ew G 1
Tilia  eu ro p a e a C om m on Lim e P 1
U lex  e u ro p a e u s G orse 1
U lm us  g la b ra W ych  Elm 1
U lm us  p ro ce ra E ng lish  Elm 1
V ib u rn um  o p u lus G u e ld e r R ose P 4
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